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Thanks to an improvised glossary (which was added to daily), we were able to meet the stipulated deadlines, 
enthusiastically working shoulder to shoulder to complete a project that was to introduce time- and labour-saving 
clean technology that would be beneficial all round.

The digestor was 
finished by October 
2007...

.... and in december 
2009 we started 
to build and equip 
the Itunundu 
Agricultural 
Training College 
in Pawaga, Iringa.

Between June 
and October 2012, 
we finally managed 
to start 
up the digestor...

... the digestor was not operational until then because 
deadlines were missed and resources (notably livestock) 
were unavailable. Now that the digestor 
has been commissioned, it is producing a steady supply of 
gas for the college. The surplus is used to implement 
post-harvest processes (motive power and heat for dryers). 
Another humanitarian achievement by engineers trained 
at the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid

REAL UPM PROJECTS

UPMCOMIC
THE HIGHER EDUCATION ADVENTURE



In 2005, Luis Iglesias Gómez, an agricultural engineer from the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, started, 
in partnership with Agrónomos Sin Fronteras (ASF), a non-governmental organization of agricultural engineers for 
development, to shape, define and develop the theory behind the Ihanzutwa Project. The aim of the project was to design 
and deploy an anaerobic digestor of animal waste.

Luis Iglesias: 
“The project took shape under 
the direction of my supervisor, 
Prof. Jesús Vázquez Minguela, a specialist 
in the field, and with the help of other members 
of the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 
(agricultural engineers, agricultural technicians, 
architects...). both the employment 
of local builders 
and the training 
of the local workforce 
were to play an important 
role in the project in order 
to maximize the positive 
impact and replicability 
of the project in the region.”

The plans were drawn 
up at ASF’s office 

in the School 
of Agricultural Engineering’s 

library. They were defined 
and designed to be perfectly 

legible for people unaccustomed 
to reading building plans.

In june 2007, we travelled to the Iringa 
Region, not far from Ruaha National Park 
in Southern Tanzania, to start building 
work on the anaerobic digestor.
The educational level 
of the local builders 
was low, and there were problems 
of communication early on 
(the villagers spoke Swahili 
or other local languages, 
and only a handful 
of secondary school 
pupils had any notions 
of English), which meant 
that the plans had 
to be extremely clear 
and easy to understand.

The anaerobic digestion of farm waste is a means 
of reusing post-harvest and animal waste that 
reduces the polluting potential of the waste and 
makes better use of the nutrients which are 
reintroduced into the agricultural cycle as organic 
fertilizer. an added value of the above processes is 
the production of a fuel gas for everyday use at an 
agricultural training college in Tanzania (Africa). 

The people’s friendliness 
and readiness to appreciate, 

accept and cooperate on building what with 
their educational background is mind-blowing 
technology more than compensates for all the 
logistic, supply and communication problems 

that i have to deal with.
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